Sunday, November 1, 2009

We do Dead Dogs!

A Biblical Understanding of Greatness

Matthew 23:11-12

Introduction:  Paul Grohman was the City Manager in Pearland, Texas, while I was pasturing the First Baptist Church of the same city and also a personal friend and member of the church.  He had a philosophy of city management which he shared with me one day while we were driving around the city.  He called it the “We do dead dogs” philosophy.  

What did that mean?  No one wants to stop what they are doing to remove a dead dog from a public roadway.  No one!  So he insisted that everyone in city government remember that they were to be “public servants” and that in Pearland they were to stop immediately, regardless of their job assignment, and remove any dead dog they saw from a roadway.  Once employees bought into the idea that the dead dog was their responsibility, every other matter of service was easier to get done and hence they were truly “public servants.”

Are you willing to… “do dead dogs?”

I. Greatness Defined:  The state or quality of being great; the breadth of mind; nobility; worth.

II. Greatness Re-defined
A. The Words of Jesus (Mark 9:35)

B. The Demonstration of Jesus (John 13:5)

C. The Life Message of Jesus (Phil. 2:7)

III. Greatness Portrayed (Matt. 11:11)

A. John the Baptist rejected hypocrisy (Matt.3:7-8)

B. John the Baptist reproved evil (Luke 3:19)

C. John the Baptist received truth (John 1:37)

D. John the Baptist removed himself (John 1:37)

E. John the Baptist responded honestly (Matt. 11:2-3)

F. John the Baptist received a crown (Rev. 2:10)







