Sunday, October 4, 2009
God’s Top Ten Series – Part 4
The Key to Success in Life

Ex. 20:8; Eph. 6:1-4

Introduction:  A young, single, Seminary Student, took his first part-time church.  He preached a message one Sunday called, “10 Facts On How To Rear Perfect Children.” A few years later, he got married and they had their first child. He pulled out the old sermon to preach it again, but decided to re-title it, “10 Suggestions on How to Rear Healthy Children.” After the second child was born a couple of years later, it was time to preach it again. This time he titled it, “10 Possibilities for Parenting Children.” Well, the third child came. This time he revised the whole thing and called it “10 Prayers for Parents.” Several years later when they became teen-agers, he burned the message and wrote a new one simply titled, “Help Me, Jesus.”
Mark Twain once said, “When I was 14 years old, my father was so ignorant I hated to have the old man around. But when I was 21 years old, I was astonished to see how much my father had learned in only 7 years.”

I. The Fifth Commandment is a Life Commandment

A. The meaning of the commandment

1. Honor means hold as valuable
2. Honor means respect and obey (Eph. 6:1-3)

B. The thesis of the commandment

1. Honor requires submission
2. Honor results in security  

C. The antithesis of the commandment

1. Dishonor is reflected in rebellion
2. Dishonor results in God’s wrath
II. The Fifth Commandment is a Parental Commandment

A. Parental Responsibility

1. The teach the next generation to honor God (Deuteronomy 6 4ff)

2. Teach the next generation to honor you

a. Firmness

b. Faithfulness

c. Fairness

d. Fruitfulness

III. The Fifth Commandment is a Liberating Commandment

A. Honor and Submission prepares you to succeed
B. Honor and Submission prepares you to surrender
C. Honor and Submission makes you like Jesus
1. As a child, Jesus surrendered to the will of God by obeying His earthly parents. (Luke 2)

2. As a young man Jesus surrendered to the will of God by recognizing His greater responsibility to His family
3. As a mature adult, Jesus surrendered to the will of God by meeting His responsibility to care for His mother in her old age.







