Wednesday, October 7, 2009
God’s Top Ten Series – Part 6
The Inalienable Right to Life
Exodus 20:13

Introduction:  Amazingly, in our culture, often the same folks who demand the right to terminate innocent life in the womb are the most vehement opponents of the military and war, and will devote themselves to preventing the execution of some of America’s most notorious murderers.  And they do so while carrying signs with Bible verses like the one we are studying today…Thou shalt not kill.  I am reminded of Jesus’ response to such distortion of the Word and those who distorted it:  Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.” (Matt. 22:29)

Inevitably those on the wrong side of the abortion debate will ask, “If you are pro-life, how can you be for the death penalty or war?  Today we provide the Bible’s answer to those and other hard questions.
I. What the Commandment says: “Thou shalt not murder.” 

A. The word kill in the Hebrew language is ratsach

B. The meaning of the word is murder
1. You shall not premeditate 

2. You shall not retaliate 

II. What the Commandment does not say: “Thou shalt not kill.”

A. There are times when the taking of another person’s life is appropriate, even commanded.

1. When someone shed’s another person’s blood without cause (Gen. 9:6)

a) Man is created in the image of God

b) Murder is the destruction of that image

2. Justice demands that blood be shed (Rom. 13:4)

3. Self defense is an appropriate reason for taking a life

4. Deterrence is an appropriate reason for taking a life (Deut. 13:11)

5. Just War is an appropriate reason for taking a life (Ecc. 3:1ff)
B. There are times when killing is not justified

1. Accidental killings (Numbers 35:15-16)

2. Unwanted life

a) Abortion

b) Euthanasia

C. Unwarranted anger is the equivalent of murder (Matt. 5:22-23)

D. Accidental Deaths - Cities of Refuge - Numbers 35:15-16 

III. Things that Are Murder
A. Being angry without a cause - Matthew 5:20-22 

B. Abortion - Exodus 21:22-23 

C. Destroying your own life - 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

D. Destroying a church - Proverbs 6:19 

E. To Reject Christ – Hebrews 6:4-6 Hebrews 10:26-36 







