Wednesday, September 23, 2009
God’s Top Ten Series

Sermon Two: Substance over Image

Exodus 20:4-6; 18-23; Ex. 32

Introduction:  In the beginning, God created man in his own image.  Ever since the fall, man has been trying to return the favor.  Last time together we discussed God’s first commandment that made it clear we were to have no other gods before or after Him.  Today we shall see that He also expressly forbade our erecting any idols or graven images of Him and we will seek to understand why.

I. The clarity of God’s command regarding idols

A. The context of the command

1. Apollo- god of youth.
2. Mars- god of conquest and war

3. Bacchus- god of wine and revelry
4. Diana- goddess of hunting and competition 
5. Venus - goddess of sex and sensuality

6.  Baal - god of wickedness and anarchy
7.  Moloch - god of death

8.  Astaroth - goddess of evil

B. The conflict that idols would cause

C. The confusion that idols would generate
II. The cause of God’s command regarding idols 

A. God seeks true worshippers John 4:23

B. God reveals Himself to those who truly seek Him (Jeremiah 29:13)

1. Everyone has received some light (Romans 1: 19-20)

2. Light received brings more light (Rom. 2:6-7; 14-15)

3. Light refused brings darkness (Rom. 1:21ff; v.23***)

4. Every man will be judged by the amount of light they have received. (Rom. 2:2; 16)
III. The cure for mankind regarding idols (Gen. 1:27-28)

A. Glory lost (Gen. 3)

B. Glory restored (John 3)







