Wednesday, February 10, 2010
Dealing with Doubt

Mark 9: 14-29

Introduction:  Have you ever dealt with doubts?  In your quieter moments, have you ever wondered if God really existed or if He did exist, whether or not the Bible was true and trustworthy?  Have you ever wondered if He loves you or if you were worthy to have the God of the universe listen to your petty problems?  Have you ever doubted that your life would improve or if your prayers were being heard?  Have you ever doubted?  

Today we are going to deal with doubts.  

I. Doubt defined: to be in doubt about; to lack confidence in; distrust; to consider unlikely; to be uncertain
II. Doubt exemplified:  Faith is distress
III. Doubt and Faith illustrated:  Father whose son was being destroyed (Mark 9:14ff)

A. Faith at work (v.17) 
B. Faith struggling (v.18b) 

C. Disbelief exposed:  (v.19ff) 
D. Unbelief defined: The refusal to believe God.  It is an act of the will. 
IV. Faith’s relationship to desire
A. The man wanted to believe Jesus; It’s a matter of the heart
1. He brought the boy to Jesus:  That was an act of faith

2. He knew Jesus was the only hope: That was an act of desperation
3. He witnessed the lack of faith in others:  That discourages faith

4. He looked beyond failure in others to Jesus: That’s the key to unleashing God  (Heb. 11:1-6)

B. The man refused to disavow his faith. That’s a choice
V. An example of disbelief that leads to sin (Numbers 13:27)

A. Supernatural deliverance

B. Doubt led to rebellion
C. Judgment was visited upon a generation
VI. Faith that conquers doubt

A. Biblical examples of true faith

1. Joshua and Jericho (Joshua 6)

2. Noah and the Ark (Gen.6ff)

3. Mary and Martha (John11)

4. Peter and walking on the water 

B. What they all had in common:  In the midst of doubt, they never quit doing what God instructed them to do.







